
Emmanuel Durón, a 19-year-old from Texas, is most known for the worst moment of his young life. Durón played football at Edinburg High School, a player with much promise as he entered his senior year. However, one Friday night changed Durón’s life forever as he chose to commit one of the cardinal sins of sports- charging at a sideline referee, Fred Gracia. Moments after the event occurred, the video of Garcia and Durón was plastered throughout social media with fury, threats and vulgarity ensuing. Garcia’s daughter was one of the voices that got her opinion in the mix writing “I hope he’s never allowed to step on the field and play a sport ever again.” She would later go and recant her initial comment by explaining the world could use more positivity and she would be praying for everyone at this time. While the conversation certainly did not end with Garcia, Durón or their respective families, it brought up an interesting ethical dilemma- should young athletes be penalized for a mistake made before entering the professional realm. 
 
Fred Garcia seems to think that one wrong decision should not one wrong life make as he said in an interview after the event that he forgave Durón. However, the community of Edinburg, as well as social media, have not been as kind. Durón is unable to go out in public without having people recognize him and ultimately judging him for his worst mistake. Additionally, Durón receives daily death threats on his social media accounts. Durón has been left with an assault charge on his record, a criminal case that remains unresolved, suspension and a high school sports career erased. As Durón is approaching the end of his teenage years he is looking to trade schools with hopes to begin his football career again. 

The ethical dilemma of appropriate discipline and the extermination of a young man’s future in the world of sports is tricky. Durón will most likely be unable to get a career in football, while Garcia is left still recovering from injuries from the event in December. The PR repercussions of this news story can be seen as Durón having conducted many interviews attempting to clear his name and reputation. Also, Garcia has conducted his own set of interviews and statements expressing his empathy for Durón but has a continued stance with the safety of high school referees nationwide. An interesting topic that was additionally brought up in the news story was Durón’s mental and physical health prior to the event and after. Durón and his family ask for high school players to get more regular physical examination, as well as counseling for athletes that struggle with anger management. Durón is not the first high school athlete to let their anger or frustration to get the best of them, and he surely will not be the last.

This news story is a soft news story as it does not affect the entire population, simply a niche population. 

Link: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/12/sports/texas-high-school-football-assault-referee.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage

